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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT 


Ladies and Gentlemen: 


We have come together to-day at the end of the 
fourth year in the history of the American Bison Society 
to briefly review the work already accomplished, and 
to plan for the future. A work which was begun four 
years ago as a vision has made even greater progress than 
could at that time have been anticipated in a decade. 

The first President of the Society, Dr. William T. 
Hornaday, acting from the same purpose as that for 
which this Society was created was chiefly instrumental 
as Director of the New York Zoological Park and Presi- 
dent of this Society, in establishing a national bison herd 
in the Wichita Mountain Range in 1908. The Yellow- 
stone herd four years ago contained 70 buffaloes in a poor 
and perishing condition. It now contains 125 buffaloes 
in excellent condition, including 29 calves added to the 
herd last spring. The Canadian Government acting on 
the suggestion and example of this Society has now three 
herds numbering about 943, or about one-third of all 
the known pure buffaloes in existence. The Montana 
National Range, established by the National Government 
in 1910 with the co-operation of this Society. which 
furnished for the range 40 buffaloes, was increased in the 
spring of 1910 to 51, including 11 calves, and in the spring 
of 1911 was increased to 69, including 18 calves. 

The total number of buffaloes known to exist has 
increased in four years from 1310 to 2760, an increase of 
111%. If the work done by the American Bison Society, 
by the National Government, and by the Canadian 
Government is continued faithfully and persistently for 
a series of years, the future of the American bison will in 
all human probability be assured. 

The action of the Board of Managers of the Society 
during 1911 is recorded on pages 20 to 33 of the Fourth 
Annual Report, copies of which have been furnished to all 
the members of the Society, including the subscribers to 


the Montana bison herd. 
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Conditions have not been favorable during the year 
1911 for the establishment of a herd of buffalo either 
in the Adirondack or the Catskill regions of this State. 
The senatorial election of the spring of 1911, changes in 
the office of the Forest, Fish and Game Commissioner, 
and the financial conditions with which the State has 
been confronted have prevented any action by the State 
Government whereby a suitable tract of land may be 
provided and enclosed on which a herd of bison may be 
established. 

In March, 1911, your Committee on the establish- 
ment of State and local herds called on the Secretary of 
Agriculture, the Hon. James Wilson, for the purpose of 
ascertaining what might be his pleasure about establish- 
ing a herd of bison in South Dakota. Secretary Wilson 
agreed that it is desirable to establish a herd in that 
State; that the Society acting in co-operation with the 
Bureau of Biological Survey of the Department of 
Agriculture, should determine what is the best locality 
in the State of South Dakota for the establishment of a 
permanent herd of buffalo; that the co-operation of 
Senators and Representatives, especially those from South 
Dakota, should be sought, and that a plan should be 
carefully worked out and carried into execution. 

The Committee called on the two senators and the 
two representatives from South Dakota, found them all 
interested and ready to help in the establishment of a 
herd. Senators Gamble and Crawford and Representa- 
tive Martin gave considerable time both in Congress and 
in South Dakota to creating public sentiment in favor of 
a National Game Preserve for a herd of bison and for 
other wild animal life of the Rocky Mountain region 

On March 31, 1911, a report was made by the Com- 
mittee to the Board of Managers, and the Board author- 
ized the making of a survey of the State of South Dakota 
at a cost, including traveling expenses, not exceeding $500, 
for the purpose of determining what locality in the State 
would be best adapted for a National Game Preserve as 
a permanent home for the bison. 

Mr. J. Alden Loring, who made the survey for the 
Wichita Mountain Bison Range, and on whose report 
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Photo by Dr. George W. Field 


WICHITA NATIONAL HERD 


GENERAL VIEW OF THE RANGE FROM SURROUNDING HILLS 


Professor Elrod modeled his report to the Society on the 
Montana National Bison Range, was, by the authority 
of the Board of Managers, engaged to make the survey. _ 

Mr. Loring’s survey was made during July and 
August, during a season of extreme drought and therefore 
a season favorable for the study of grazing under con- 
ditions least favorable to animal life. Mr. Loring com- 
pleted his work at a cost within the appropriation and 
three copies of his report were received by the Committee 
in September. 

Mr. Loring’s report, which I reeommend be printed 
in full in the next annual report of the Society, indicates 
that he examined the lands on several reservations in the 
south and eastern part of the State, that he also examined 
the Black Hills reservation and the Wind Cave National 
Park. The latter he found to be a very desirable and an 
altogether practicable area to maintain a large herd of 
bison and herds of other large animals of the Rocky 
Mountain region. He recommended in his report that 
the Wind Cave National Park, comprising some 10,000 
acres belonging to the National Government, be made the 
nucleus of a Wind Cave National Game Preserve; that 
sufficient lands be added on the east, north and south of 


the Park to secure abundant water supply in the dryest of 
seasons,—a part of these lands being the property of the 
National Government, and a part of them privately 
owned. The reasons for the recommendation made by 
Mr. Loring are fully set forth in his report. 

In view of the finding of Mr. Loring, and the previous 
actions taken by this Society I beg leave to make the fol- 
lowing two recommendations: 

1. That the Society seek the establishment of a 
National Game Preserve on the Wind Cave National 
Park and adjacent lands. 

2. That the Society seek the establishment of State 
herds in New York, Colorado and other States as rapidly 
as practicable. 

The influence of the work of the American Bison 
Society has been felt throughout the country not only for 
the preservation of animal life, but also in the pre- 
liminary organization of a Society for the conservation of 
the American Indian with his native customs, cere- 
monies, arts, ideals and religious beliefs. 

In closing this brief report I wish to thank the Society, 
and especially the members of the Board of Managers, 
who have actively carried on the work of the Society 
during the past year for their co-operation. 


Respectfully submitted, 


FRANKLIN W. HOOPER, 
President. 


TREASURER’S REPORT AMERICAN BISON 
SOCIETY, YEAR 1911 


GENERAL FUND 


Balance January 1,-1OM se. .s  oe $1,689.92 
RECEIPTS 
Dues, subscriptions and donations.......... $1,068.50 
Interestvon bamk balance... ..05......-5 40.31 
OSGeo! 
IK etl meet neeee. LNon cr waltecwls Ble eee Big wien ca $2,798.73 
DISBURSEMENTS 
Prnting-and stationerys..0o2.. 2s... 4 e $ 83.05 
Ost Ae Orme Teresi a a he. Or cae ee aS od 125.00 
Se WAND CMe weclen ante ance pec ts en oe 1.80 
Miscellaneous: 
EK. H. Baynes, 10% of funds secured for 
the Society: during 1910 22.2 2. 16.10 
F. W. Hooper, proportionate part of 
traveling expenses, trip to Washington 12.00 
J. Alden Loring, salary and expenses in 
re: investigation and survey for loca- 
tion of a bison range in South Dakota 442.27 
H. F. Whitney, clerical services, year 
EDU Naeepeare Mace oa As ates ots ts ag ct a wena Pe 120.00 
—————— 800.22 
PUIG Oe nV oe Ane anv ae paeY Pree Baty Se nee ae yA $1,998.51 
BISON FUND 
Balance January 1 Ole sew ek se oe $432.60 
RECEIPTS 
Rebate of overpayment of express charges on 
three bison arriving at Ravalli, Mont., 
Novembernc0.1 O108 as Sow a 99.95 
IS aAINCC Donal een En na yet kk ee ep $532.55 


SUMMARY 


Balance in General Fund December 30, 1911. $1,998.51 
Balance in Bison Fund December 30, 1911... SB VARG S 


DA ns Pet ead se ares $2,531.06 
CLARK WILLIAMS, 


Treasurer. 


Grand balance 


January 11, 1912. 


Audited and approved. 
EpMUND SEYMOUR, 
CHARLES L. BRINSMADE, 
Committee. 


SIXTH ANNUAL MEETING 


HE Sixth Annual Meeting of The American Bison 

Society was held at the American Museum of 

National History, New York City, on Thursday, January 
TY, 1912, at 10.30 a.m. 

Present were President Hooper, Drs. Hornaday, 
Palmer, and J. C. Phillips, and Messrs. Brinsmade, 
Edwards, Stonebridge, Burleigh, C. L. and J. P. Huteh- 
inson, H. F. Whitney representing the Treasurer, and 
Wharton. 

President Hooper called the meeting to order. 
The Treasurer’s report was read by Mr. H. F. Whitney, 
and referred to a committee for audit. 

The Secretary presented reports from the three 
national herds, which were in substance as follows: 

(1) Montana National Herd. Article in Forest and 
Stream for October 7, 1911, stated that 18 calves had 
been born during 1911, and that the herd, in August, 
numbered 69 head, all but one—a yearling bull, which 
has a crippled hind-leg—being in good condition. 

) The Yellowstone Park Herd. A letter from the 
Superintendent of the Park, dated December 27, 1911, 
stated that 29 calves were born in 1911; 22 young animals 
—14 male and 8 female—died during December from a 
disease resembling blackleg, but no deaths have occurred 
since the 15th. Other casualties: One yearling bull 
gored to death; one female calf died in September from 
injuries received on the range. Total to date, 125. 

(3) The Wichita herd. The Secretary visited the 
Wichita National Forest and Game Preserve at the end 
of September, in company with Dr. Geo. W. Field, 
Chairman of the Massachusetts Commission on Fish- 
eries and Game, at the invitation of Mr. Frank Rush, 
Game Warden in charge, all meeting at the National 
Conservation Congress at Kansas City, Mo. The See- 
retary reported that the herd now numbered 30, 7 calves 
having been born during the year, and that all the 


7 


animals appeared in fine condition. Dr. Field secured 
some excellent photographs of the herd. The kind 
hospitality of Mr. and Mrs. Rush was much appreciated, 
and the short visit proved altogether a delightful one. 

A resolution of thanks to the Secretary for his work in 
connection with the Fourth Annual Report was adopted. 

President Hooper then made his report. Upon its 
conclusion, it was Voted, on motion of Dr. Palmer: 
That the report of President Hooper be accepted and 
printed in the Annual Report. 

Dr. Palmer then reported for the Committee on 
State Herds. It was Voted: To print in full the report 
of Dr. Palmer in the Annual Report of the Society. 

In reply to a question by Mr. Stonebridge as to what 
Texas had done, if anything, Dr. Palmer stated that there 
is no law in that State providing for State preserves, 
and that the Legislature would not meet until 1913. 

Regarding the disposition of the herd of Mr. J. W. 
Gilbert, Dr. Palmer said that the bill which had for its 
object the creation of a State Park and Preserve out of 
the holdings of Mr. Gilbert, though pressed vigorously, 
failed of passage, but that it would probably be brought 
up again at the next legislative session. 

Dr. Hornaday then spoke of the status of the out- 
law bison of the Pablo herd. 

On motion of Dr. Hornaday, it was Voted: That the 
President of the Society be requested to communicate 
with the governor of Montana, representing to him 
the undesirability of allowing the slaughter of the Pablo 
outlaw bison, and requesting him to take action to put 
an end to it permanently. 

Voted: That this Society should take action to urge 
other States to enact laws similar to the New York 
Bayne Law, forbidding the sale of all wild game. 

Voted: That the Society indorses the recommenda- 
tion of Dr. Hornaday regarding a bison range in the 
Snow Creek Game Preserve. 

Voted: That Dr. Hornaday’s report be printed in 
full in the Annual Report. 

Dr. Palmer then discussed the Loring Report on 
the proposed Wind Cave National Game Preserve. He 
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Photo by Dr. George W. Field a 
WICHITA NATIONAL HERD 


HERD AT A DISTANCE GRAZING: THE CREEK CAN BE SEEN AT THE LEFT 


called attention to the fact that it would be necessary 
to secure two, three, or even four parcels of land lying 
outside the present Wind Cave National Park in order to 
insure a sufficient water supply, and suggested that 
Mr. Seth Bullock be requested to make an examination 
of these outlying parcels at once, if Congress is to be 
persuaded to do anything at this session. He stated 
that Mr. Martin, Representative from South Dakota, 
was of the opinion that possibly about $3,000 for 160 
acres might be a fair valuation. The fundamental 
question is: Can we, with the approval of Congress, 
obtain the necessary water right claims? If $10,000 
should be required to secure three or four of these, and 
$17,500 be required for fencing, probably about $30,000 
would be necessary to put the project on a working basis. 
This should be put up to Congress at once. 

Dr. Palmer then moved: That the Society indorse 
the report of Mr. Loring, and take immediate steps 
to secure valuations of the lands necessary to be ac- 
quired, in order to lay the proposition before Congress 
at once. 

The motion was seconded by Dr. Hornaday, who 
expressed his surprise and pleasure at the discovery 
of such an excellent opportunity. As to cost, it was 
his opinion that it is a mere bagatelle compared with 
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the end in view, based upon a plan which appeared to 
him thoroughly workable. 

The motion was unanimously carried. 

The meeting then proceeded to election of nine 
managers of the Class of 1915, and elected the following 
to the Board: 

Professor Morton J. Elrod, Madison Grant, Col. 
C. J. Jones, J. Alden Loring, Dr. John C. Phillips, C. H. 
Stonebridge, Mrs. Ezra R. Thayer, William Lyman 
Underwood, Clark Williams. 

To fill the vacancy caused by the resignation of 
Mr. Bridgman, Mr. F. H. Kennard was elected to the 
Class of 1913, and to fill the vacancy caused by the 
resignation of Dr. D. G. Elliot, Mr. H. A. Edwards of 
Albany was elected, also to the Class of 1913. 

Upon proposal of Mr. Seymour, seconded by Dr. 
Hornaday, who outlined the great debt of the Society, 
Col. C. J. Jones, better known as “‘Buffalo Jones,” was 
unanimously elected an honorary member of the Society. 

The recent death of Mr. James Philip, owner of 
one of the largest herds of bison in the country, was 
briefly referred to; and the fact that it would be useless 
to ask Congress to appropriate a sum sufficient to pur- 
chase this herd for the United States Government was 
deplored by Dr. Hornaday. 

Professor Hooper stated that he had suggested that 
the administrators of the estate of Mr. Philip present 
say ten or twelve animals to the proposed new herd. 

On motion of Mr. Seymour, it was Voted: That 
Mr. Loring’s report be printed in same form as the 
Annual Report of the Society, and that it be included 
in the Annual Report when that is published. 

On motion of Mr. Stonebridge it was Voted: That the 
Secretary be requested to communicate with the game war- 
dens of Wyoming and Montana, suggesting to them the ad- 
visability of watching and protecting the wild bison which 
occasionally wander out of the Yellowstone National Park. 

The report of the Auditing Committee was then 
received and accepted. 

The meeting then adjourned. 

WILLIAM P. WHARTON, 
Secretary. 
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CENSUS OF AMERICAN BISON IN NORTH 
SU es ON eee 1, A912 


Owner and Location 


ARIZONA: 
Grand Canyon Game Preserve— 
C. J. Jones . ate 
ARKANSAS: 
Weiner—Albert Huber . 
CALIFORNIA: 
Long Beach—B. A. Grant”. 
San Franciseco—Golden Gate Park 
CoLoRAbDo: 
Denver—City Park . 
DELAWARE: 
Wilmington—T. C. DuPont 
Distrricr oF COLUMBIA: 
Washington Nat. Zoological Park . | 
ILLINOIS: | 
Chicago—Lincoln Park... 
Granville—A. W. Hopkins . 
INDIANA: 
Nappanee—J. 8. Walters 
Towa: 
Davenport—City Park . 
Iowa Falls—City Park . 
Keokuk—Rand Park 
KANSAS: 
Belvidere—Soldier Creek Park 
Topeka—Park Depertpent” 
Wichita—City Park 
MASSACHUSETTS: 
Newtonville—Norumbega Park Co. | 
West Brookfield—Indian Rock Farm 
MICHIGAN: 
Detroit—Belle Isle Park . 
Morley—De Mott’s Combined ‘Show 
Missouri: 
Kansas City—Horne’s Zoo. Arena 
St. Louis—Forest Park . 
MoNnrTANA: 
Butte—Hlectric Railway Co., Co- 
lumbia Gardens* . 
Kalispell—Estate of C. E. Conrad 
Montana Nat. Range, U. S. Gov’t 
Ronan—Michel Pablo : 
NEBRASKA: 
Friend—J. W. Gilbert 
Lincoln 
Omaha 
New HAMPSHIRE: 
Newport—Blue Mt. Forest Asso. . 
New YORK: 
Buffalo—Zoological Garden. 
N. Y. City—Wm. Bartels Co. . 
Zoological Park 
Cen. Park Menagerie 
Rochester—Seneea & Durand-East- 
man Parks SOY ann Segoe n 
OHIO 


Gein ee Park 

Cincinnati—Zoological Garden | 
South Newbury—W. B. Cleveland | 
Toledo—City Park . : | 


*Figures of 1911; not heard from mee year. 
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CENSUS—Continued 


ese 
Owner and Location | Males Females | Young Total 
: | in 1911 
OKLAHOMA: 
Wichita Game Preserve—U. 8. Gov’ tt 16 14 | a 30 
Bliss—101 Ranch—Miller Bros. . | 6 PAL A 10 27 
Pawnee—Major J. W. Lillie . . | 16 G84] "a9 84 
PENNSYLVANIA: | 
Allentown—Harry C. Trexler . 1 15) 0 2 
Philadelphia—Zoological Park : 4 A 0 8 
Pittsburg—Highl’d P’k Zoo Garden 1 1 0 IA 
SourtH DaKora: | 
Fort Pierre—James Philip . between 275 & 300 say 285 
TEXAS: 
Alto—C. EK. Mallory 5 1 0 0 1 
Dallas—H. A. Fleming & Co.* a 
(formerly Goodnight Herd). 120 u 120 
Dalhart—Moore & Walker* . . 14 25 9 39 
UvaH: about about 
Salt Lake City—John E. Dooley** 70 18 70 
WASHINGTON: 
Seattle——Park Board 7. =. 2 3 0 5 
WISCONSIN: 
Milwaukee—City Park. . . . 2 3 1 5 
WYOMING: 
Yellowstone National Park : 
Hencedsherd?: = Ver 5 oe te |. Oo 60 29 125 
Waldtanimalsssss. 4) ae abou|t 25 roe 25 
CANADA 
ALBERTA: 
Buffalo Park—Canadian Gov’t 10)52 
Elk Island Park—Canadian Gov’t 53 1132 
Banff National Park—Canadian G’t 27 | 
ATHABASCA: 
QWaldbBisom)inn 23: cat eee abou't 450 450 
British COLUMBIA: 
Vancouver—Board of Park Comrs. 1 0 0 1 
MANITOBA: 
Brandon—Inter-Provincial Fair* 2, 3 0 5 
Winnipeg— Assiniboine Park .  . | 2 2 1 4 
ONTARIO: 
Toronto—Riverdale Park . . . | ie 1 0 2 
*Figures of 1911; not heard from thie year. 
*FFigures not available until roundup i in jy figures of 1911. 
78 calves born in 1912 up to June 8, 
tOver 20 young animals died of Hace = 1911. 
SUMMARY 
AMERICAN BISON OF PURE BLOOD IN NORTH AMERICA 
Total Total Total Total | Total 
1912 | 1911 1910 1908 1903 
Captive in United § States sat L288rrie ssi 1007 1116 969 
Captive in Canada [ee Se set 626 476 4] 
Captive in North America 2432 2285 1633 1592 1010 
Wild in North America 475 | 475 475 325 Sen 
All pure blood bison in No. | 
_ America eee ‘ 2907 2760 2108 1917 
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Coles |0ZL- 6 19 || +09 09 i FE 6G 09 é LZ YB “JBN IUOASMOTIO X 
4 OS Ae i ea tN ea ek ae ot aN Se a ey ae AWD 
| 2a WBS ‘Aopood "| UYoLr 
é OGL | FOr | 02 é é Gauls é é é é ~  * pdoH YySrupoor) 
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SIXTH ANNUAL MEETING OF 
BOARD OF MANAGERS 


HE Sixth Annual Meeting of the Board of Mana- 

gers of The American Bison Society was held at 

the American Museum of Natural History, New York 

City, on Thursday, Jan. 11, 1912, at 2 o’clock, follow- 
ing the Annual Meeting of the Society. 

The meeting was called to order by President 
Hooper, who immediately called Mr. Edmund Seymour 
to the chair, and taking the floor, placed in nomination 
for President, Dr. Wiliam T. Hornaday. 

Dr. Hornaday then nominated Professor Hooper 
for a second term, and strongly urged that no change 
be made, especially at this time when the Wind Cave 
Reserve project—distinctively an outgrowth of the 
indefatigable efforts of President Hooper—was pending. 

Dr. Hooper: “I withdraw; there is but one man 
for the position.” 

Dr. Hornaday: “I could not take on an additional 
burden.”’ 

Professor Hooper was then unanimously reelected 
President of the Society. 

For First Vice-President, Dr. Palmer nominated 
Prof. Henry Fairfield Osborn, and Mr. Seymour nom- 
inated Dr. Hornaday. Dr. Hornaday was chosen. 

Dr. John C. Phillips, of Wenham, Mass., was elected 
Second Vice-President. 

As Secretary and Treasurer, the present incumbents, 
Messrs. Wharton and Clark Williams, were continued in 
office. 

Honorable Theodore Roosevelt and His Excellency 
Earl Grey were reelected Honorary President and Honor- 
ary Vice-President respectively. 

The entire Executive Committee was also reelected. 

On motion of Mr. Seymour it was Voted: That the 
Treasurer be authorized to expend not to exceed $25 for 
an appropriate certificate of Honorary Membership in 
the Society for Col. C. J. C’Buffalo’’) Jones. 
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On motion of Dr. Palmer it was Voted: That Mr. 
Seth Bullock of South Dakota, be requested to submit 
valuations of lands adjacent to the Wind Cave National 
Park, acquisition of which has been recommended by 
Mr. Loring in his report, at a cost to be determined by 
the Executive Committee. 

It was Voted: That 750 copies of the report of Mr. 
J. Alden Loring be printed for distribution to members 
of Congress and others, the type to be kept standing 
for inclusion in the Annual Report of 1912. 

President Hooper then brought up the question of 
a dinner. On motion of Dr. Hornaday, Mr. Seymour 
was chosen to arrange for dinner complimentary to the 
Senators and Representatives from South Dakota, the 
Secretary of Agriculture and Col. C. J. Jones. 

The Board then adjourned. 


WILLIAM P. WHARTON, 
Secretary. 
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THE FIRST ANNUAL DINNER OF THE 
AMERICAN BISON SOCIETY 


J N pursuance of the action taken at the Annual Meet- 
ing of the Society held in January, the first Annual 
Dinner given by the Society was arranged by a Special 
Committee, of which Mr. C. H. Stonebridge, a member 
of the Board of Managers, was chairman. The dinner 
was held at Delmonico’s on Friday evening, February 
23, at 7 o’clock. The President of the Society presided 
and acted as toastmaster. Dr. Wiliam T. Hornaday, 
Ex-President of the Society and Honorary Member, 
spoke for twenty minutes on “The Past and Present 
of the American Bison,” illustrating his address with 
many lantern photographs. Colonel Charles J. Jones 
(Buffalo Jones) spoke for twenty-five minutes on ‘‘The 
Saving of the Buffalo,” in which he described his capture 
in 1885 of fifty-eight out of the eighty-two buffalo calves, 
which were the progenitors of all the buffalo herds now 
existing in this country and abroad. Colonel Jones 
used both lantern photographs and moving pictures to 
illustrate his story. The Hon. J. D. Hand, of New 
Mexico, gave a very graphic description of the capture 
of two wolves which had been enemies of the sheep 
raisers in New Mexico. Mr. Stephen N. Leek of Jackson, 
Wvyo., spoke for thirty minutes of the elk herds of 
Wyoming, and illustrated his description by lantern 
slides and moving pictures of very great interest. 
The President presented, on behalf of the Society, 
a certificate of honorary membership in the Society to 
Col. Charles J. Jones, because of the eminent services 
rendered by him in the preservation of the buffalo. 
The certificate was very beautifully prepared and con- 
tained two sketches—one of Colonel Jones in the act 
of capturing a buffalo calf in 1885, the other picture 
representing a herd of buffalo grazing peacefully. 
There were representatives of the Society present 
from Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New York, Penn- 
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sylvania, Washington, D. C., Illinois, Missouri, New 
Mexico and Wyoming. It is proposed that the next 
annual dinner shall be held on the evening of the annual 
meeting of the Society, which falls on the second Thurs- 
day in January. ‘Those present were: 

Mr. and Mrs. Bristol Barr, Ernest Harold Baynes, 
A. H. Bond, Mr. and Mrs. Jules Breuchaud, Charles 
Eabrncsmade. ino. LD, Bristol) Mis. Jb). Bristol} 
Shiras Campbell, James L. Clark, Z. Marshall Crane, 
Gen. John Crosby, H. A. Edwards, Charles Evans, 
Mr. and Mrs. Flinn, Hon. and Mrs. J. D. Hand, F. A. J. 
Hering, A. C. Huidekoper, Franklin W. Hooper, William 
T. Hornaday, Col. C. J. Jones, Miss Jones, Stephen N. 
Leek, John C. O’Conor, Dr. T. 8S. Palmer, John M. 
Phillips, Robert R. Reid, Mr. and Mrs. Carl Rungus, 
A. O. Salter, Richard Sears, Edmund Seymour, H. 
Bridgman Smith, J. Stogdell Stokes, Mr. and Mrs. 
C. H. Stonebridge, Mr. and Mrs. Albert Turner, Mr. 
and Mrs. O. H. Van Norden, Harry P. Wood, M. W. 


Zimmerman. 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON STATE HERDS 


OCTOR PALMER, in behalf of the Committee on 
State Herds, reported that conditions were such 
that the committee was unable to take any steps towards 
the location of herds under State auspices at present, 
but several events which had transpired during the past 
year indicated that it might be possible to establish 
such herds in the near future. In New York and Illinois, 
where the game departments collect large sums from 
hunting licenses, conditions apparently are not favorable 
for any immediate action. In Missouri an effort was 
made at the recent session of the Legislature to have 
the State acquire title to the Wetmore Preserve, but 
the measure failed by a few votes. Had this project 
been consummated, it would have furnished Missouri 
with a magnificent State game preserve, already stocked 
with deer and elk, and a place where buffalo and other 
big game could be maintained. In Nebraska, the effort 
to secure the Gilbert Game Park in Saline County, for 
a State game preserve, also failed, but the introduction 
of the bill and the endeavor to secure its passage show 
that the people are keenly alive to game conservation, 
and the importance of establishing refuges. In Oregon 
a bill was passed authorizing the establishment of game 
preserves on certain State lands, and, under certain 
conditions, on private lands. While the provisions are 
such that it may not be feasible to establish any pre- 
serves suitable for buffalo, nevertheless, the enactment 
of the law is an important step, and with slight amend- 
ment may make possible the creation of a preserve 
which shall be suitable for big game. Montana has 
established three new State preserves, two of which, if 
provided with enclosures, would afford admirable loca- 
tions for additional herds of buffalo, should such action 
be deemed advisable. 
Recent action may make it possible to have a herd 
of buffalo in Nebraska, although not directly under 
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State auspices. On January 11, 1912, the Niobrara 
Bird Reservation was created by Executive Order. This 
reservation comprises some 10,000 or 12,000 acres of land 
on the Niobrara River, near Valentine, including some 
grazing land, and only needs a fence to make it an ideal 
reservation for buffalo and other big game of the Great 
Plains. 

The committee calls attention to the importance of 
having some small herds of buffalo established under 
municipal auspices in certain sections of the country 
where it is impracticable at present to locate State herds. 
It is believed that this can be accomplished through local 
enterprise with little or no cost to the Society beyond 
the effort necessary to arouse chambers of commerce 
or other local organizations to undertake the necessary 
action. The present distribution of buffalo shows 
that a block of eleven States in the Southeast, compris- 
ing all those south of the Potomac and the Ohio, and 
east of the Mississippi rivers, including Virginia, West 
Virginia, Kentucky, Tennessee, North Carolina, South 
Carolina, Georgia, Florida, Alabama, Mississippi and 
also Louisiana, are without a single live buffalo in either 
city or private park. There is no place in these eleven 
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States, containing more than 20,000,000 people, where 
their citizens have an opportunity of seeing a living 
specimen of the American buffalo, except on the occa- 
sional visits of a circus. There is no place where the 
school children of about 25 per cent of the total popu- 
lation of the United States can see one of the most 
characteristic and important of the big game animals 
of America. The same is true of the Northwest, in 
Minnesota and North Dakota, and of the far West, in 
Idaho, Oregon and Nevada. Such conditions should 
not long continue. Some provision should be made for 
establishing at least a few buffalo near important centers 
of population, for example, in the parks of such cities 
as Atlanta, Louisville, New Orleans, Memphis, Minne- 
apolis and Portland, where large numbers of people 
could have an opportunity of becoming familiar with 
the grandest of American mammals. 
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THE SNOW CREEK GAME PRESERVE IN 
MONTANA 


MOVEMENT, that is not only on foot but really is 

half consummated in Montana, in behalf of the preser- 
vation of big game, will perhaps be of interest to the 
members of the American Bison Society. 

In the northern half of the great plains regions of the 
United States, there has not been, until 1911, even a 
semblance of a game preserve for what was once the big- 
game fauna of the plains. In the southwest the Wichita 
National Bison Range serves a purpose of that nature. 

It is to be remembered that before the days of great- 
game slaughter throughout the whole of the West, the 
plains and badlands of Montana and Wyoming con- 
tained an astonishing number of large species of wild 
animals. The bison millions, the elk, mule deer, white- 
tailed deer, antelope and even the Rocky Mountain 
sheep all ranged eastward, actually into the Dakotas, 
and some of them far beyond. In the last two decades 
of the previous century, this great volume of valuable 
wild life was either wholly wiped out, as to some species, 
or left to be represented only by a few harassed and 
widely scattered individuals. It is the fate of all plains 
game, throughout the world, to be easily found and 
quickly killed. 

In 1886, Dawson County, Montana, still contained 
many antelope, mule deer and white-tail, a few grizzly 
bear, and,—most strange to say,—a few bands of mount- 
ain sheep. Sage-grouse, jack rabbits, coyotes and gray 
wolves were abundant. 

In 1902, when the writer made a trip for hunting 
and exploration from Miles City northwestward to the 
Missouri River, coming out at the mouth of Hell Creek, 
he found the country, for four-fifths of that distance, 
practically cleared of game of all kinds! The ranches 
were but little more numerous than in 1886; but domestic 
sheep had come in, and as usual the ranchmen, sheep- 
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herders, cowboys and others had ‘‘cleared Gut’’ the game. 
The difference was appalling. Even the coyotes, gray 
wolves and sage grouse were reduced to the verge of 
extinction. 

In a wild region, of terribly deep and picturesque 
badlands, bordering Snow Creek and Hell Creek, several 
species of game were found hiding and making what was 
literally a last stand. It was noted at that time that the 
Snow Creek country would make a very good game pre- 
serve; but at that time immediate action did not seem 
imperative. 

Early in 1911, it was learned from Mr. W. R. Felton, 
a civil engineer of Miles City, that a new railway line 
was being surveyed a few miles south of the Snow Creek 
country, and that the construction of the road soon 
would begin. This indicated the early “opening up” 
of the whole region between the Yellowstone and Mis- 
sourl rivers. 

Forthwith steps were taken to bring to the attention 
of Governor Norris, and the legislature of Montana, the 
desirability of establishing the Snow Creek region as a 
state game preserve; and with marvelous celerity a bill 
to that effect was drawn, introduced, passed, and signed 
by the Governor. The bill was introduced and cham- 
pioned by Senator Cone. Without loss of time, a deputy 
game-warden was appointed to stop all hunting within 
the confines of the new preserve; and a survey was made 
of the entire region. 

When the survey had been made, it was found that 
the estimates given to Senator Cone, and on which his 
bill had been based, were geographically about two miles 
out of the way. The whole strip of grazing ground along 
the south that it was intended to include for antelope and 
bison, had been left out. The southern boundary was 
two miles too far north! It was then too late to secure 
a revision of boundaries by the State of Montana. 
Furthermore, it was found that under the State laws, 
domestic sheep and cattle could not be excluded from 
grazing in State preserves! This meant nothing less 
than the total destruction of what little grass was avail- 
able in the badlands. 
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Relief was sought in Congress. At the request of 
the writer, Senator Dixon introduced a bill (Senate 
No. 5286) for the creation of the Snow Creek National 
Antelope Preserve. That bill provides for a slight en- 
largement of the boundaries, for the purpose of securing 
suitable grazing grounds for the herds of bison and ante- 
lope that the Preserve eventually will contain. It also 
provides for national control and maintenance. 

That bill is now before the Senate; but it is not 
expected that it can pass both houses of Congress in 
1912. On account of the fact that the bill calls for about 
15 square miles of good grazing grounds, all the wool- 
growers of Montana, backed by the National Wool- 
Growers’ Association, are actively opposing the bill. 
As usual, the sheepmen want all the grazing grounds of 
the entire West, for their own pocket purposes. The 
question now before the Senate is: Shall the 93,000,000 
people of the United States have 15 square miles of 
the public domain in Dawson County, Montana, as 
grazing grounds for the preservation of the antelope and 
American bison, or shall the sheepmen have the whole 
plains region for their personal benefit, without money 
or price? And this question is to be answered now, while 
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the tariff on wool is so fearfully high that poor people 
must wear clothes of cotton or shoddy because they can- 
not afford to wear clothes made of wool! (This is the 
testimony of a reliable clothing merchant.) 

The entire area proposed by the Dixon Bill contains 
176 square miles, all but 15 miles of which are so wild, 
so eroded, and so cut up by Nature as to be absolutely 
worthless for agriculture, and good for nothing save a 
game preserve. As a game preserve, the region pro- 
posed by the Dixon Bill will make a very good one. 
Even to-day it contains a band of mountain sheep,— 
which is the best commentary on its rugged wildness. 
It also contains a good remnant of mule deer, white- 
tailed deer and antelope. 

At the next session of Congress the fate of the Snow 
Creek Antelope Preserve will be threshed out. The 
sheepmen will fight it to a finish. J now call upon all 
members of the American Bison Society to take this matter 
up next December, and urge upon their Senators and 
Representatives the desirability and the necessity of 
finishing this undertaking by passing Senate Bill No. 
5286 exactly as it stands, for the direct benefit of all the 
people of the United States. 

Shall three sheep-owners in Dawson County, Mon- 
tana, be allowed to dictate the policy of Congress regard- 
ing 15 square miles of buffalo grass that 1s now a part of 
the public domain, and is wanted for the preservation 
of samples of the wild-animal fauna that once inhabited 
the great plains? 

W:2 Tosa, 
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THE “OUTLAW” REMNANT OF THE PABLO 
BISON HERD 


Qu E in line with the expectations of many persons 

who had watched the difficult and dangerous task 
of rounding up the Pablo buffaloes for shipment to 
Canada, a considerable number of vigorous young cows 
and bulls finally evaded all efforts to capture them. 
The adventures of the Indian cowboys who did the 
rounding up would, if written out in full, make a thrilling 
story; but it seems that it is lost to history through the 
fact that a historian who could do justice to the raw 
materials was not among those present. Certain it is, 
however, that after wearing out the Indians of Pablo’s 
own tribe, the Flatheads and their allies, a strong Black- 
foot contingent also was worn out, and the Outlaw 
Remnant remained masters of the situation. 

The Remnant surely represented the survival of the 
fittest, and firmly believed in the soundness of that 
Darwinian principle. It was the buffaloes that were 
most courageous and swift of foot, and strongest in wind 
and limb, that outfooted the Indian cowboys, and finally 
wore them out. In final acknowledgment of his defeat, 
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and of his utter inability to corral and ship the outlaws, 
about seventy-five in number, Pablo finally decided that 
the only way in which he could get his money out of 
them was by selling rights to ‘ ‘hunt” and shoot them, at 
so much per head! 

Accordingly the word went forth—in Canada—that 
anyone who wished to become a genuine “buffalo hunter,”’ 
A. D. 1910, might do so by paying Michel Pablo, once 
owner of the outlaws, $250 for the privilege of making a 
kill. It was stipulated that Pablo would furnish free 
transportation for the trophy head to the railroad. 

On the above basis a party of eight or ten dis- 
tinguished Canadians was made up, ‘each of whom 
elected to become a near-buffalo-hunter. The astound- 
ing feature of this whole enterprise was the presence in 
that company of “hunters” of Commissioner Howard 
Douglas, the man whose great interest in the saving of the 
bison led him to negotiate with Pablo the purchase by 
Canada of the Pablo herd. Until the proposed buffalo 
hunt was arranged, we would have supposed that nothing 
eould have induced Mr. Douglas to go out and deliber- 
ately shoot down a perfectly healthy and vigorous 
buffalo. There were those who at first refused to believe 
that Mr. Douglas had entered into the buffalo-killing 
plot. There were those who thought that those outlaw 
buffaloes had not only fairly earned their freedom, but 
were entitled to protection also. 

At what was practically the last moment, the news 
of the intended ‘‘buffalo-hunt’? on American soil leaked 
out from the Flathead reservation, and finally reached 
a man who spread it where he thought it would do the 
most good. It was rightly pointed out that the event 
proposed would, if consummated according to program, 
be a disgrace to the United States. The idea of shooting 
down bison because they could not be captured and sold 
and shipped, was nothing less than revolting. 

Mr. Henry Avare, Game Warden of the State of 
Montana, proved himself the man for the emergency. 
He applied to the Attorney-General of Montana for an 
opinion regarding the legality of hunting and killing the 
bison that had effectually escaped from Pablo, and were 
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at the¥moment fere natura. The Attorney-General, 
Mr. —— considered all the legal aspects of the 
matter, and was forced to the conclusion that under the 
law forbidding the hunting, wounding or killing of 
buffaloes in the State of Montana, the proposed buffalo 
hunt would be contrary to law. In fact, since the out- 
law animals had entirely escaped from Pablo and _ be- 
come wild, with no controlling ownership over them, 
they had distinctly come under the protection of the 
laws of the State. 

Game Warden Avare acted with commendable 
promptness and decision. He quickly notified Pablo 
that the hunt proposed could not take place. It seems, 
however, that the word either arrived too late, or was 
not transmitted to Canada in time; for the hunting-party 
promptly arrived at Missoula, ready to take the field. 
We refrain from setting forth the names of the gentlemen 
who were present, because I imagine that they failed 
to realize the shocking impropriety of the step that they 
proposed to take. 

A deputy game warden appeared, and informed the 
leader of the party that the hunt could not take place. 
The leader insisted upon the right of Pablo to sell hunt- 
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ing rights to those outlaw buffaloes, and declared that 
they ‘would go out anyhow.” The reply was “If you 
go, I will be obliged to send an officer with each man who 
goes, to see that he does not shoot a buffalo, and to arrest 
him if he attempts to do so.” 

This was sufficient. The hunt did not come off; 
but naturally there was much disappointment among 
those present from Canada. 

At this time, the seventy-five ‘“‘outlaw” bison still 
are outlawing, in the rugged mountains surrounding the 
old Flathead reservation. Pablo claims them, and I 
believe he still offers to sell hunting rights at $250. Pablo 
is said to assert that the animals are “dangerous” to the 
Indians who live on the reservation, and it is reported 
that one bull has been shot at and wounded on that basis. 
The fear and consternation on the reservation is said to 
be serious; but we think that it will be long before either 
life or property is endangered by the outlaws that are so 
wild that they cannot be rounded up. 

Just what the future has in store for those wild 
bison, no one knows. Inasmuch as they are fully under 
the protection of the sovereign State of Montana, it is 
safe to predict that some of them will survive, and multi- 
ply. In the wild country surrounding the old reservation, 
there is food, water and shelter for 10,000 buffaloes. 
That some of the outlaws will be killed on the sly, and 
contrary to law, is reasonably certain. No doubt some 
of them will be slaughtered by Indians, practically in 
revenge. But State Game Warden Avare is very much 
“on the job” regarding those bison, and if there is any 
killing it is reasonably certain that some one will be 
punished to an extent that will exercise a salutary effect 
on the public mind. It is our prediction that those 
buffaloes will not be safe from molestation until at least 
one white man and one Indian has been haled to court 
and shown that an infraction of the game laws of Mon- 
tana is a serious matter. 

Since the above was written, the Secretary of the 
American Bison Society, Mr. W. P. Wharton, has received 
from Mr. Henry Avare, State Game Warden of Montana, 
a letter which contains the following rather startling 
paragraph: 
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here will probably be an effort made by Pablo to have special 
legislation granting him the right to treat the animals now at large 
as personal property. This will most likely come before our next 
Legislature, and the measure will have many commendable features 
as these animals were originally imported from the eastern part of the 
State as personal property, a large consideration having been paid 
for them. Major Morgan, the United States Indian agent for the 
Flathead Reservation, is one of the most ardent supporters of this 
proposed measure, and personally I believe that this consideration 
is due Pablo.” 

We will watch with keen interest to see whether the 
Legislature of Montana will change its Game Laws to 
please the pocket of Michel Pablo. Already Pablo has 
been made immensely wealthy by his bison herd. In 
Ravalli, I was told that he is supposed to be worth a 
million dollars! 

If the Legislature of Montana feels inclined to 
change its Game Laws in order to swell the unearned 
increment of Mr. Pablo, why should it not make the 
testimonial benefit complete by making an appropriation 
to pay for the capture of the bison that have so gallantly 
gained the liberty of wild animals? 

Weir: 
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REPORT ON MONTANA NATIONAL HERD 


Unitep States DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, 
BuREAU OF BIOLOGICAL SURVEY, 
Dixon, Mont., March 6, 1912. 


Dr. Wo. T. Hornapbay, 
American Bison Society, 
New York City, N. Y. 

Dear Dr. Hornaday: I suppose you would lke to 
know how your pets are by this time. I am proud to 
say that they have wintered well and are in fine condi- 
tion. The buffalo herd on the Bison Range will in a few 
years be noted as one amongst the largest herds of 
buffalo in the country. I consider they have made a 
very good showing in the past two years. From 40 head, 
with two-fifths, or better, bulls, we now have 70 head, 
all in fine condition except one yearling bull that got 
bitten by a rattlesnake when a calf. He has a stiff leg, 
and has never done very well. 

The past winter has been the severest of any winter 
since I have been on the range. The feed is so plentiful 
that it was not necessary to feed any hay at all. We have 
six elk on the range. I am looking for six more any day, 
that were shipped from St. Anthony, Idaho, the 5th inst. 
As they multiply very fast, it will only be a short while 
till there will be a nice herd of elk on the range. We 
also have a small band of antelope that were presented 
by the Boone and Crockett Club to the Government. 
If you ever chance to come to this part of the country, 
be sure and stop at the range. I know that you would 
be delighted to see the buffalo in their thriving condition. 


Very sincerely yours, 
(Signed) ANDREW R. HODGES, 
Warden National Bison Range, Mont. 
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LETTER FROM THE SECRETARY OF AGRICULTURE 
RELATIVE TO THE PROPOSED WIND 
Cave RESERVE 


DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY, 
Wasuincton, March 14, 1912. 
Pror. FRANKLIN W. Hooper, 
President, American Bison Society, 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Dear Sir: I am in receipt of your letters of February 27 and 
March 6, with enclosures, in which you state that the American 
Bison Society, after conference with the senators and representatives 
in Congress from South Dakota and after a careful examination of 
the ground, recommends the establishment of a National Bison 
Range and Game Preserve on the Wind Cave National Park in 
South Dakota. You further recommend that certain private lands 
adjacent to this park be acquired at a cost of not more than $15,000, 
for the purpose of affording an adequate and permanent supply 
of water for the reservation, and that an appropriation be secured 
from Congress for fencing the entire area at an estimated cost of 
$17,000; and you state that as soon as such a game _ preserve is 
established and enclosed with a suitable wire fence, The American 
Bison Society agrees to place thereon a herd of not less than fifteen 
pure-blooded American bison. 

In reply I beg to say that the department fully appreciates the 
generous offer of The American Bison Society, as well as the public 
spirit shown by the Society in formulating this project and in col- 
lecting the data necessary for submission to Congress. The National 
Bison Range in Montana, established at the suggestion of, and 
stocked with buffalo presented by, your Society, has been remark- 
ably successful, and has demonstrated the importance of having 
several such preserves at suitable points in the original buffalo 
country. The Wind Cave National Park seems to offer a location 
equal to that of any preserve thus far established; and if the plan 
which you outline can be consummated, it will afford another range 
as desirable as that in Montana. 

The matter will be taken up at once, and your plan will be sub- 
mitted to the Secretary of the Interior and to Congress in the hope 
that the necessary legislation may be secured. 

Respectfully, 
JAMES WILSON, 
Secretary. 
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Girt oF THE NEw YorK ZOOLOGICAL SOCIETY TO THE 
ProposED WIND CAvE HERD 


New York ZoouoGicaL Park, 
New York, April 20, 1912. 


Pror. FRANKLIN W. HoopEr, 
President of The American Bison Society, 
Brooklyn Institute of Arts and Sciences, 
Brooklyn, New York. 


Dear Mr. President: The New York Zoological Society, through 
its Executive Committee, authorizes me to offer The American 
Bison Society a herd of ten buffaloes, consisting of males and females 
of various ages, for the nucleus herd with which to stock the Wind 
Cave National Bison Range, whenever it is established by Congress. 
We would wish the cost of transportation to be met by the Bison 
Society; but the crating will be at the expense of the Zoological 
Society. 

I need hardly assure you that these will be animals of absolutely 
pure blood. 

Your very truly, 
(Signed) W. T. HORNADAY, 
Director. 


Brook yn, April 22, 1912. 
Dr. Witu1am T. Hornapay, 
New York Zoological Park, 
Borough of the Bronx, New York City. 

My Dear Dr. Hornaday: 1 have the honor to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter of April 20 in which you present, on behalf of 
the New York Zoological Society, to The American Bison Society, 
a herd of ten buffaloes, consisting of males and females of various 
ages, for a nucleus herd for the Wind Cave National Game Preserve 
in South Dakota, as soon as it shall have been established by Con- 
gress, and on condition that The American Bison Society will pro- 
vide the cost of transportation of the buffaloes from New York 
to the Game Preserve, as stated, and with the further condition that 
the expense of crating the buffaloes will be borne by the New York 
Zoological Society. 

This gift is not only a most valuable one, but most timely. 
It comes when Congress has under consideration the establishment 
of the Wind Cave National Game Preserve. The gift of this nucleus 
herd will be a strong argument with Congress for establishing the 
Game Preserve. 
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I have no doubt that The American Bison Society will accept 
the offer contained in your letter with due recognition of its im- 
portance. 

I am forwarding copies of your letter to the Hon. James Wilson, 
Secretary of Agriculture, and to senators and members of Congress 
who are interested in establishing the Wind Cave National Game 
Preserve and a herd of bison therein. 

I beg you to receive for yourself, as Director of the New York 
Zoological Society, and for its Board of Trustees, the grateful ac- 
knowledgment of the offer that you have made from its President, 
and the assurance to the Trustees that favorable action will be taken 
by the Society at its next meeting. 


Very sincerely yours, 


FRANKLIN W. HOOPER, 
President, The American Bison Society. 


CLOSING PARAGRAPH OF THE REPORT OF MR. STANLEY 
BuLLock on LANDS ADJOINING WIND CAVE 
NATIONAL PARK 


I sincerely hope that this proposed Buffalo Park meets with 
the approval of the Government. I do not think they could find 
a better location for a project of this kind. There is plenty of water 
and shelter in the Park, and horses and cattle ranging there this 
winter are in better shape than any that I have seen elsewhere. 
I have had several years’ experience in the cattle business and can 
say that the Park is an ideal location. 


Yours very truly, 
(Signed) STANLEY BULLOCK. 
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CONSTITUTION OF THE AMERICAN 
BISON SOCIETY 


ARTICLE I.—NAME 


The name of this organization shall be The American Bison Society. 


ARTICLE II.—OBJECTS 


The objects of this Society shall be the permanent preservation and increase 
of the American Bison. 


ARTICLE III. —MEMBERSHIP 


Section 1.—The membership of this Society shall consist of Associate Mem- 
bers, Members, Life Members, Patrons, and Honorary Members. 


Section 2.—Any person in sympathy with the objects of this Society may 
become an Associate Member by paying the prescribed dues. 


Any person in sympathy with the objects of this Society may become a 
Patron, Life Member, or Member upon election by the Executive Committee 
and payment of the prescribed fees or dues. 


Section 3.—The dues of an Associate Member shall be one dollar, payable 
annually. The dues of a Member shall be five dollars, payable anually. The 
fee of a Life Member shall be one hundred dollars. The fee of a Patron shall be 
one thousand dollars. 


Section 4.—A Member may be expelled from the Society upon the written 
recommendation of any officer, by a majority vote of the members of the Execu- 
tive Committee present at any meeting, provided notice of such proposed action, 
with reasons therefor, be sent to the member and to the Executive Committee 
at least one week before such meeting. 


ARTICLE IV.—GOVERNMENT 


Section 1.—The governing body of this Society shall consist of a Board of 
Managers of twenty-seven persons, divided into three groups of nine each. 
The tenure of office of the Managers shall be three years, but only nine Managers’ , 
terms can expire by limitation in any one year. Therefore, at each annual meet- 
ing of the Society, nine new members shall be elected by ballot of a majority 
of the members present, due notice having been given in advance to all members. 


Section 2.—The Board of Managers shall elect each year at its annual 
meeting, from its own members, by ballot and a majority vote, a President, 
two Vice-Presidents, Secretary, and Treasurer, and five persons to form, with 
the President and Secretary, the Executive Committee of the Society. Hon- 
orary officers, each to serve a term of one year, may be elected at the discretion 
of the Executive Committee. 

Section 3.—Vacancies occurring in the Board of Managers and Executive 
Committee may be filled by the Executive Committee to complete the year in 
which they occur. 


Section 4—At the annual meeting a Nominating Committee, consisting of 
three members, shall be appointed by the presiding officer; their duties shall 
be to present a list of candidates to fill vacancies on the Board of Managers. 
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ARTICLE V.—DUTIES OF OFFICERS 


Section 1.—The duties of the officers shall be such as pertain to their re-- 
spective offices in similar societies. The President shall be ex-officio chairman 
of the Board of Managers and of the Executive Committee. 


Section 2.—The Vice-Presidents shall perform the duties of the President, 
in his absence, in the order of seniority of office. 


Section 3.—The Secretary shall record the proceedings of the Society, of 
its Board of Managers, and of its Executive Committee, in books to be kept 
for the purpose; shall have charge of all records belonging to the Society, and 
of its publications; shall conduct the correspondence of the Society and keep 
a record thereof; shall inform members, Managers, and officers of their election; 
and shall give notice of all meetings, and inform the Managers and officers of 
all matters requiring their action. 


Section 4.—The Treasurer shall collect all bills and assessments due the 
Society; shall pay from the funds of the Society all bills duly approved by the 
President, or by three members of the Executive Committee; shall send to the 
Secretary once a month the names and addresses of all new members. He shall 
also furnish, at the request of the Executive Committee, a statement of the 
financial condition of the Society. 


ARTICLE VI.—MEETINGS 


Section 1.—There shall be an annual meeting of the Society, for the election 
of Managers and other general purposes, on the second Thursday of January. 


Section 2.—Special meetings may be called upon seven days’ notice by the 
President, or on a written application signed by three members of the Board of 
Managers, stating the object of said meeting. 


Section 3.—The annual meeting of the Board of Managers shall be held 
immediately after the annual meeting of the members of the Society, and other 
meetings may be held at such times as the President or Executive Committee 
may deem desirable. Five members of the Board shall constitute a quorum. 


Section 4.—Meetings of the Executive Committee may be held at such 
times and places as may be appointed by the President, or, in his absence, by 
the Secretary, and three days’ notice of each meeting shall be given. Three 
members constitute a quorum. 


Section 5.—The order of business shall be as follows: 
Reading records of previous meeting. 
Reports of Committees. 
Reading communications. 
Unfinished business. 
New business. 


Cushing’s Manual shall be the authority for the decision of disputed ques- 
tions of order and debate. 


ARTICLE VII—AMENDMENTS 


Amendments or alterations of the Constitution may be made by a two- 
thirds vote of a meeting of the Board of Managers at any meeting, provided 
written notice of the proposed change shall have been sent by mail to every 
member of the Board of Managers not less than seven days previous to said 
meeting. 
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LEVER SCOR. TRANS AAs 
Owego, New York. 
August 1, 1911. 
Sir: 

In accordance with your instructions of June 1, 1911, 
I have the honor to submit my report on a survey made 
of certain lands in South Dakota for the purpose of 
selecting a suitable tract of land for a National Game 
Reserve. 

For assistance rendered me in various ways, the 
American Bison Society’s thanks are due the following 
gentlemen: Congressman Eben W. Martin, United 
States Marshal Seth Bullock, in charge of the Wind Cave 
National Park, Supervisor Paul D. Kelleter of the Black 
Hills Forest Reserve, all of Deadwood, South Dakota; 
Mr. A. C. Boland, Superintendent of the Wind Cave 
Park, Mr. W. A. Rankin, official guide at the Cave, 
Professor Clophas C. O’Harra of the South Dakota 
School of Mines, Mr. N. A. Brome, General Manager 
of the Rapid City, Black Hills & Western Railroad, and 
the Rapid City Business Men’s Club. 


Respectfully, 
J. ALDEN LORING. 


Hon. Franklin W. Hooper, 
President 
American Bison Society. 


Nee OR bso N Cik TAIN LANDS IN 

SOUm Ha DAKOTA SUITABLE FOR A 

BUEBPALO AND GAME PRESERVE 
By J. Alden Loring 


Leaving Owego, N. Y., June 30, 1911, I proceeded 
direct to Rosebud on the Sioux Indian Reservation in 
Southern South Dakota, slightly east of the center of the 
State. 

For the past twenty-two months, central and west- 
ern South Dakota and the adjoining country had been 
suffering from lack of rain, the equal of which has not 
been experienced in thirty-five years. 

In consequence, the country was in very bad con- 
dition, which was the best time for making such a 
survey, since a country in its worst condition that would 
meet the requirements of a game preserve would nat- 
urally be perfect in normal seasons. 


ROSEBUD 


Remaining at Rosebud three days, conferring with 
land office officials, the superintendent of the reserva- 
tion, and old-time settlers, I discovered that for the fol- 
lowing seasons a game reserve could not be chosen in 
this locality: 

(1) The distance from a railroad is too great. 

(2) There is no area of sufficient size meeting all re- 
quirements. 

(3) The expense of purchasing the land from the 
Government and the Indians would be great. 

(4) The only timber available for fence posts is a 
reserve set aside for the exclusive use of the Indians, and 
the expense of securing posts elsewhere would be great. 


BLACK HILLS 


From the Rosebud agency I went direct to Dead- 
wood in the Black Hills. After looking over maps of 
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the Black Hills Forest Reserve and consulting with 
Supervisor Paul D. Kelleter, I discovered that owing 
to patented lands, mining and timber claims, there was 
only one locality worth consideration. 


THE BALD HILLS 


The Bald Hills, situated south of Pactola at an 
altitude of 4,459 feet, consist of innumerable small hills, 
draws and ravines, surrounded by open pine timber. 
It would be a nice location for a small game reserve, 
but there is not enough open grazing country with 
buffalo grass to maintain a large herd of animals. In 
fact, this spot does not contain more than a third as 
much of the grazing land as is found on the Wind Cave 
prospect. 

It is adapted to the wants of buffalo, elk, deer, 
antelope and mountain sheep. 

Permanent water in springs and spring creeks— 
flowing or standing—is quite evenly distributed over the 
entire region, but most of these springs are small; never- 
theless, when dug out and run into troughs, would un- 
doubtedly furnish a sufficient supply. 

In order to obtain water on Rapid Creek, several 
miles of open timber country would have to be included. 

Throughout the timber is a good growth of grass 
suitable for summer feed, and to a certain extent winter 
oerazing; but as the first severe frosts kill it, stock feed 
on it only as a last resort. 

The chief food is found on the Bald Hills proper. 
Much of it is buffalo grass and there is also an abundance 
of “alkah’’ grass—a very nutritious grass equaling buf- 
falo grass in strength, and much sought by cattle. This 
grass must not be confounded with the so-called ‘alkali’ 
grass growing so extensively in the alkali marshes in 
western United States. 

The grass on this range was in worse condition than 
that on the Wind Cave prospect, although about the same 
number of cattle and horses were grazing on both ranges. 
This undoubtedly was due to the fact that stock has 
been feeding on the Bald Hills for the past twenty-five 
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years, while the Wind Cave Reserve has only lately 
been opened to grazing; also because the area is smaller. 
Undoubtedly if this rangé were given a rest for two or 
three years, the grazing would be improved. 

Despite the fact that the Bald Hills appeared almost 
void of food, the stock preferred it to the green grass so 
abundant in the open timber and small parks, and were 
in fairly good condition but not as fat as those on the 
Wind Cave prospect. 

The snowfall in this region is not sufficient to com- 
pel the feeding of stock in winter; but owing to the pres- 
ent drouth, buffalo would surely have to be given hay 
this winter, hay being shipped in from Nebraska and 
Iowa. The chances of hay feeding in winter, however, 
would be greater in here than at Wind Cave, as there is 
a greater snowfall. 

There are a number of mining claims and ranches 
in the Bald Hills. The former are of little value and 
can scarcely be taken into consideration, for in all prob- 
ability the owners will soon abandon them. The ranches, 
however, would have to be purchased. 

Mr. James Philip, who owned a herd of buffalo 
at Fort Pierre, had a tract of timbered land within 
this area, but he informed me that he never intended 
placing buffalo on it. 

Although with Rapid Creek the water supply on 
the Bald Hills reserve would be greater, the only other 
respect in which the Bald Hills region surpasses the 
Wind Cave prospect is in point of fencing. The country, 
while hilly, is not as rough, and there are fewer ravines, 
gulches and creek bottoms to cross; consequently it 
would be a far easier section to enclose. 

All along the Rapid City, Black Hills and Western 
Railroad are summer camps, cabins and small hotels; 
therefore there would be a few visitors to a game reserve 
located in the Bald Hills. 


WIND CAVE NATIONAL PARK 


My visit to this region was made between July 12 
and 17. Because of the continued drouth, springs and 
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streams that heretofore had never failed were perfectly 
dry, and ranges that in normal years of rainfall were 
covered with grass that could be harvested, were almost 
barren. Cattlemen were either selling their stock or 
sending it out of the country. While it was necessary 
to do a little hay feeding last winter, it was admitted 
that no stock could be ranged out this coming winter. 


Maps 


In 1906 a survey of the Wind Cave National Park 
was made, and the General Land Office submitted a 
map, which I have marked ‘‘A.”’ (Frontispiece. ) 

Through the courtesy of the Land Office at Rapid 
City, I have had placed on this map the location of all 
patented land adjoining the Park, which will assist the 
society in corresponding with parties for the purchase 
of their lands. 

Map “‘B” is the Game Preserve as proposed, being 
a tracing of map “A”’ with the added or omitted territory. 
Wherever the line leaves the regular surveyed boundary 
it is indicated by a dashed line (- — — —). The location 
of creeks, springs, water holes, lakes, ranches, survey 
posts, roads, timbered and open country are also given. 

Without the aid of a surveyor, and with the limited 
funds and time at my disposal, it was utterly impossible 
to mark the boundary line and do other work necessary 
to compile an accurate map; however, the locations 
are near enough for all practical purposes. 

Map ‘“‘C” was made in 1907 by the United States 
Geological Survey, and also shows the park boundary. 
On the north boundary there is a slight discrepancy in 
the lines as surveyed by the Land Office and the Geo- 
logical Survey. - For instance, the Land Office survey 
runs the line through the dam from which the superin- 
tendent of the park procures his water supply, while 
the Geological Survey line brings all of the dam within 
the park. (Map “C” omitted from this report. ) 

I understand that the first survey is permanent, 
and that an act of Congress will be necessary in order 
to make the second survey legal. 
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Again, the courses of the roads and streams do not 
coincide, therefore a difference will be found here and 
there in the fence line as proposed. 


GENERAL DESCRIPTION 


For convenience’s sake I shall speak of the Wind 
Cave National Park, as surveyed by the Government, 
as the ‘“‘Park’’; and the territory that has been selected by 
me for the National Game Reserve as the ‘‘Reserve.”’ 

With the exception of the expense and difficulty 
of fencing, and the probable lack of a sufficient water 
supply during such dry seasons as the present one, the 
Park is an ideal location for a game reserve. 

In order to secure permanent water it will be abso- 
lutely necessary to acquire several ranches lying just 
outside of the Park boundary. 

The Reserve has an area of diversified open and 
wooded country of about twenty square miles, or 16,800 
acres. The Park has sixteen and one-half square miles, 
or 10,522 acres, and is situated at the southern end of 
the Black Hills in southwestern South Dakota. 

On a basis of twenty acres per animal, which is 
the estimate for stock, this Reserve will support about 
eight hundred and eight animals. 

Hot Springs, the only town of importance, is about 
nine miles from the southeastern boundary line. 


THE TIMBERED REGION 


Is indicated on Map “B”’ by thickly dotted areas. About 
one-third of the Range is heavily timbered with western 
yellow pine. It is exceedingly open, and averages about 
forty feet in height. 

A strip of this timber, possibly a mile in width, 
occupies a series of hills and broken country the entire 
length, from north to south, in the western part of the 
Reserve. In the southeast corner is the second largest 
patch of timber, containing about three square miles. 
All along the northern boundary are scattered patches 
of timber in the draws and sides of the creeks and ravines, 


11 


I9UIOD JSOMY}ION ul HIVg uleUNO|! 


while timber is found along the slopes the entire length 
of Cold Creek and Wind Cave canyons. In the creek 
and canyon bottoms are elm, oak and cottonwood trees, 
a few aspens, and a thick growth of underbrush. 


THe OPEN COUNTRY 


Embraces all unshaded areas. About two-thirds of the 
Reserve is open country (Photo No. 3). Throughout the 
timbered regions there are innumerable parks (Photo 
No. 4). 

Most of this open country consists of plateaus, 
low hillocks and gently rising slopes, which rise from 
dry ereek beds and gullies in which there is more or less 
water for a short time after rainfalls. 


Hiuis, ALTITUDE, CANYONS, ETC. 


Throughout the timbered. region to the west, 
beginning at the southeast corner (altitude 4,100 feet), 
the country is a mass of small rolling hills becoming 
higher and rougher to the north. Near the northeast 
corner the highest point is reached (4,800 feet), and some 
of the hills rise 300 feet above the adjoining plains. 
This entire region is cut up by creeks and gullies, which 
at this time were dry. 

In the eastern wooded portion are several timbered 
ridges, 150 feet above the plains, and a number of bald 
hills and ridges. 

Here also Wind Cave Canyon cuts through the 
plateau, through a ravine a mile in length and from 50 
to 200 feet deep, leaving the Reserve through a canyon 
950 feet deep. The altitude in the canyon bottom is 
3,800 feet, the lowest point in the Reserve. 

In the creek bottom where Cold Creek leaves the 
Reserve, the altitude is 3,900 feet, and here also are 
cliffs 200 feet high, which extend north and northwest 
about a mile and a half. 

On the north, Beaver Creek leaves the Reserve in 
a similar manner; altitude, 3,900 feet. 

The beds of all three of these, the principal streams 
on the Reserve, vary from 100 feet to a quarter of a 
mile in width. 
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In Wind Cave Canyon, where water-hole number 
10 is marked, is a beautiful park about half a mile in 
extent and surrounded on all sides by pine-clad and 
rocky country rising 200 feet. On account of the strong 
sunlight the photograph (No. 1) gives this valley the 
appearance of being barren, but it is covered with good 
erazing, and is an ideal protection from storms. 

The entire Reserve contains ravines, gullies and 
draws that afford protection from storms and are supplied 
with good grass of one kind or another. 

For a distance of about two miles south and a mile 
east of the northwest corner, and about a mile north and 
west of the southeast corner, the rock lies near and crops 
above the surface of the ground. The altitude of Wind 
Cave is 4,100 feet. 


WATER 


The Reserve this year contained less water than 
ever has been known before. I would suggest that 
the society arrange with some one,—preferably Mr. 
W. A. Rankin, late superintendent of the Park, who 
visited the watering places with me,—to watch the 
water during the remainder of the summer, and report 
on its condition. He might be supplied with a copy 
of map B, that his work and report may be simplified. 

In October, 1906, Prof. Cleophas O’Harra, of the 
South Dakota School of Mines, was detailed by the 
Interior Department to examine the water supply at 
the Park. His object was to supply the buildings at 
Wind Cave with pure water from some near-by point. 
An artesian well was suggested, but Professor O’Harra 
found that owing to the depth of the lime and sandstone 
it would be impossible, with the small amount appro- 
priated for such use, to drill deep enough to secure water. 

It was said that several years ago private parties 
attempted to strike water about the center of the Park, 
but when the drill reached a depth of about nine hundred 
feet 1t dropped into the cave, and operations ceased. 

These facts must not be accepted as unfavorable to 
the region as a game reserve, however, for after a long 
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talk with Professor O’Harra, he agreed with me that by 
including certain outside lands to the north and west 
of the Park, ample water, even in the driest season, 
would be assured. 


LARGE SPRINGS AND FLOWING WATER 


The old Taylor Ranch, now owned by Bud Haden, 
but on map A given as the Frederick W. Radicke or 
John R. Daly place, lies about half a mile west of the Park. 

This ranch contains the best water (1) on the Re- 
serve, although the quantity is not as great as the supply 
found in Cold Brook and Beaver Creek, on the northern 
side of the Reserve. It (1) consists of a number of 
springs,—some small and flowing,—and spring pools 
extending for about two hundred yards. 

The ranch secured its water from a dug-out and 
stoned spring four feet in diameter, which on July 14 
contained two and one-half feet of water. The water 
line being below the top of the ground, it came to the 
surface again 100 feet below and formed a pool 100 feet 
long by 30 feet wide, and then a chain of four smaller 
pools from 60 to 20 feet long by 25 to 10 feet wide. It 
is clear and cold and from one to five feet deep, with the 
usual spring sediment on the bottom and floating. These 
pools were full of frogs and pollywogs. 

It would be much cheaper to pipe this water about 
a quarter of a mile rather than run the fence around it, 
as the dashed line now indicates. 

Some of the land on this ranch is cultivated, but 
is not worth harvesting this year. The fences are in 
good condition. The buildings have tumbled down, 
and even the timber is worthless. 

In the southern half of the Reserve, the animals 
would be dependent on these spring pools, if ever the 
water supply in that region became exhausted. There- 
fore, in order to guard against all emergencies, J am not 
in favor of accepting the Wind Cave National Park as 
a game reserve unless this water can be acquired. 

By far the largest water supply is in Cold Brook 
and Beaver Creek, just within the northern boundary 
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of the Reserve. Part of the way along these two spring- 
fed streams the water runs, but in many places it sinks 
and comes to the surface in pools. Some of the pools 
are only a few feet in diameter and a few inches deep. 
Others are from 50 to a 100 feet long and from five to 
seven feet deep. 

This watered stretch is about three miles long, and 
for about a mile and a half of the western part the Park 
line runs through the zigzag course of Cold Brook, 
furnishing an ample supply of permanent water, which 
during dry seasons would water the animals in the 
northern half of the range. 

All of the land off the North Park boundary is pat- 
ented (Map A). Two if not three of these ranches should 
be acquired, and if exorbitant prices are not charged, 
they should all be bought. 

The first choice in the ranch of W. F. McAddam 
at the northwest corner of the Park, on whose land 
half the reservoir which supplies the superintendent 
with water may be located. 

Aside from the 160 acres of fenced land in the center 
of the Reserve, set aside for the use of the Park Super- 
intendent, W. A. Rankin’s ranch of 80 acres is the only 
one now in the Park. This and Charles A. Stable’s ranch 
just east of the junction of Cold Brook and Beaver Creek 
are the three that should be acquired. The buildings on 
these ranches are in good condition and part of the land 
is tilled and fenced. They also contain an abundance 
of water. 

Beaver Creek above and below the junction for 
several hundred yards contained running water from 
which Mr. Stable ran a water ditch about eighteen inches 
wide and five inches deep. 


Rock SEEPAGE POOLS 


(Nos. 10, 14, 15, 16 and 21). The third largest water 
supply, but not as pure as the water just described, 
possibly because of the frequent visits of stock, is that 
of the various pools along Cold Creek Canyon and one 
in Wind Cave Canyon. 
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While these pools have never gone dry, to the 
knowledge of the settlers, it could be seen from the 
sediment on the rocks that they had dropped about 
two and one-half feet this year. 

The photograph (No. 2) of No. 14 is a good example 
of these water holes. They are invariably located in 
pockets in the creek beds some 200 feet below the level 
of the adjoining bluffs and at the very base of high 
sandstone cliffs. ‘Though discolored from the soil and 
taint of stock, the water was cold. Professor O’Harra 
is of the opinion that the supply would be permanent, 
but because of the evident shrinkage I would not call 
them permanent until it can be shown that they did 
not dry up this year. 

Professor O’Harra thinks that the presence of these 
water holes is due to the fact that the creek beds reach 
below the level of the spongy sandstone which retains 
the water; and while in none of them is there a visible 
surface flow, he believes that the water continually 
seeps through the rock. It is a wonder to me that these 
pools are never filled with eravel by the freshets. 


Rock Seepage Pool (No. 14) in Cold Creek Canyon 
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LOCATION AND SIZE OF SEEPAGE POOLS 


In Cold Creek Canyon: No. 14 (see Photograph 
No. 2), 65 x 21 x 4 feet; No. 15—two pools—one 70 x 15 
x 4 feet and one 30x8x4 feet; No. 16—two pools— 
60 x 20x 4 feet and 30x 10x3 feet; No. 21, 30x 10x 
5 feet. 
In Wind Cave Canyon: No. 10, 30 x 10x 3 feet; No. 
iS xo 2? feet: 


SURFACE-FLOWING SPRINGS 


No. 11 is a small spring in a creek bed that empties 
into Wind Cave Canyon in the center and near the east 
line of the Reserve. 

This water is a few feet above, and trickled into a 
pool 8x 5x 2 feet deep. Being in the creek bottom it 
would be filled with gravel after every freshet, but it 
could be piped fifty feet into a trough without much 
difficulty. 

At No. 12 the water again comes to the surface 
in a small trickling stream in the creek bed. A _ hole 
would have to be kept open here. 

No. 6, in the center of the Reserve, is a small-flowing 
spring from which about fifty head of stock water. It 
has never gone dry. 

At one time this spring supplied a ranch (now 
vacated) through a three-quarter inch pipe, furnishing 
a flow of 22 gallons per hour or 528 gallons per day. 

There are two small springs near here, not shown 
on the map, that for the first time went dry this season. 
The superintendent of the Park would like to see these 
springs connected and the water run to his house 2,100 
feet away, as it is better than the water piped from 
Cold Brook Creek after being used above by cattle. 

A supply for animals, however, could be piped from 
the main spring 50 feet distant. 

As regards piping, the same can be said of Busey 
Spring (No. 20), a flowing spring holding about three 
buckets of water, just west and outside of the Park 
boundary. 


22 


At No. 22 on the west Park boundary and not more 
than fifty feet from the line, the head of a creek, water 
seeped through the surface at the base of boulders in 
pools holding half a bucket of water. These springs 
could be dug out, a perforated barrel set into the ground, 
and the water piped to level on the hillside 50 feet away. 


SPRINGS BELOW THE SURFACE 


In addition to the stoned well on No. 1, there are 
a number of good but small springs that have been dug 
out and walled with stone. Several of the ranches on 
the northern border have such springs, besides Nos. 2, 
9 and 19. No. 9 once supplied water for a saw mill. It 
is four feet in diameter, five feet from the surface, and 
contained three and one-half feet of water July 17. It 
could be piped 200 feet to a water level, and No. 2, 200 
yards. 

INTERMITTENT WATER 


During normal seasons of rain, numbers 17 and 
18 flow throughout the year, and there are several other 
such springs. Running water also occurs in Cold Creek 
and Wind Cave Canyons, as well as in the shallow lake 
(13) near the center of the Reserve. 

After showers most of the creeks all over the Reserve 
run from a few hours to a few days, and the hollows 
contain water sometimes for weeks, according to their size. 


SUPERINTENDENT’S WATER SUPPLY 


As already stated, the water that supplies the two 
buildings at the cave proper is brought from a reservoir 
on Cold Brook Creek. 

Through a two-inch pipe this water runs to W. A. 
Rankin’s ranch on the northwest boundary, from which 
he secures his water. A one and one-half inch pipe then 
continues about two and one-quarter miles to the cave 
building, and has a flow of five gallons per minute or 
7,500 gallons a day into a tank of 218 barrels capacity. 

By special arrangement with the Interior Depart- 
ment this line might be tapped and a trough placed at 
any convenient place. 
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FEED 
GRAZING 


All of the unshaded district (Map B) and the large 
parks in the pine timber are covered with buffalo and 
bunch grass, and grass in abundance grows through 
the open pine timber. 

At the time of my visit the feed adjoining the water 
was closely fed over. There were about five hundred 
head of stock feeding on the Park, and, with the exception 
of cows and mares with young, it was in good condition. 

This coming season will be the first in thirty-five 
years that stock will have to be hay-fed. 


Hay 


During normal seasons hay can be cut on the Re- 
serve. I would suggest that the broken ground on the 
farms be seeded in timothy and alfalfa, and the crop 
saved for winter feed. The crop from a normal season 
would have to be reserved for a dry one, for, as the lands 
are not irrigated, no hay can be grown even on the culti- 
vated lands in a dry season. 


CLIMATE 


During the winter months the temperature ranges 
between zero and freezing point. It sometimes reaches 
twenty degrees below zero, but not often. 

Ice eight inches thick is sometimes harvested from 
the pool formed by the dam on the north side. 

The snow is never deeper than eight inches, and 
such falls are rare. Snow remains on the ground but a 
short time and never hinders feeding. 

In summer time the thermometer rarely registers 
ninety-five degrees, the usual temperature being between 
sixty and eighty degrees. 


FENCING 


The entire amount of boundary fencing required 
is about seventeen and one-half miles. 
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Because of the many gulches and canyons occurring 
along the boundary line of the Reserve, together with 
the rough and rolling country throughout the timbered 
portion of the range, it will be extremely difficult and 
expensive to enclose the Reserve. 

There are a number of places of considerable extent, 
particularly through the timbered tracts in the east, 
west and north, where it will be impossible to stretch the 
regular Page animal fence. The common barbed wire 
fence must be used here. 

There are a number of gulleys and canyons from 
50 to 250 feet deep where a fence could be brought up 
to the edge of a perpendicular cliff, and continued from 
the cliff’s base in the creek bed. In other places the 
fence would have to be zig-zagged down the side of the 
ravines and up the opposite side. 

In crossing Wind Cave and Cold Creek canyons on 
the east and south there will be trouble from washouts 
after every freshet. The flood trash will catch on the 
fence and carry it away. All of these creeks head in 
or just outside of the Reserve, and none is more than 
three miles long. 

After the flood trash that is now lodged against 
the brush and rocks has been burned, which will take 
three men about a week to accomplish, there will be 
little trouble from this source. 

It will, however, be necessary to stretch a barrier 
or second fence across the main creeks, in order to catch 
the bulk of the flood trash and relieve the fence proper. 

Through the pine timber the line can be run irreg- 
ularly and fastened to the trees which are large and 
straight, posts being set occasionally. 

For several reasons I did not attempt to mark out 
a permanent boundary line for the Reserve. No blazing 
or cutting of timber is allowed in the Park. 

The uncertainty of acquiring the outside land needed 
made it impossible to mark out a definite line. Again, 
the cost of a surveyor, labor for cutting, hauling and 
setting posts would have exceeded the amount allowed me. 

It will take a tenth of the time and money to send 
a man out a few weeks in advance of the fencing crew 
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to blaze the line and place temporary posts, than it 
would for me to have marked a line that would remain 
for two years, as suggested in my Instructions. 


POST TIMBER 


The timbered region furnishes an abundance of 
fine posts, and there is no place where posts would have 
to be hauled more than a mile and a half. 


Post Timber and Trees to Which Fence May be Attached 


ROADS 


With the exception of three miles of the Hot Springs 
and Wind Cave road, the road to Custer is the most 
travelled, and the Pringle road next. 

Most of the roads shown on the map can be fenced 
out entirely. 


FENCING ROADS 


To protect travellers, it will be necessary to erect 
along the roads to Hot Springs, to Custer and to Pringle 
(nine miles in all) a barbed wire stock fence, and to build 
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at suitable points an overhead crossing or small bridge 
under which the animals may pass from one part of the 
Reserve to another. There is on the Wind Cave road, 
at the cave, a bridge of this kind, a second and third 
bridge half a mile and a mile south of the cave. 


ACCESSIBILITY 


The Reserve is accessible over nine miles of good 
road from Hot Springs. Several automobile lines run 
out from the Springs to Wind Cave, practically in the 
center of the Park, the entire distance being about 
twelve miles. 

The automobile fare is $2.50 a round trip for more 
than two persons, or $5 for a single person. Most of 
the sight-seers travel by automobile. 

Hot Springs is a summer and health resort for all 
classes of people, patronized mostly by tourists from 
Nebraska, Iowa and the Dakotas. 

The number of people who visited Wind Cave 
during the past four years, ending June 30, was, in 1908, 
3,171; 1909, 3,216; 1910, 3,387; and 1911, 3,951. 


GAME SUITABLE FOR RESERVE 


The park is suited for buffalo, elk, deer, antelope 
and mountain sheep, all of which in bygone years lived 
there. 

Buffalo passed through Buffalo Gap, and a few 
wintered in the Park. 

Elk were also abundant, as the shed antlers in the 
ranchmen’s yards testify. There are still a few deer— 
mule and white-tail—on the Reserve. The best locality 
for mountain sheep is the sandstone bluffs and cliffs 
extending intermittently the entire length of Cold Creek 
Canyon. They begin at a point where the Park line 
crosses Cold Creek on the south, and some of them rise 
250 feet. Sheep would range up the smaller canyons 
emptying into this canyon. 

There is scarcely enough underbrush along the 
streams in the open country to make the Reserve suitable 
for pheasants. 
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GAME ON RESERVE 


There are a few deer in the western part of the 
teserve. I saw six pairs of sharp-tail grouse and a 
pair of Bob-Whites, and heard others, but saw no young 
of either species. Ducks have been shot from the lake 
(13) and the pools on Cold Brook Creek. 


ACQUISITION OF PROPERTY 


There are two ways of acquiring the needed property 
lying beyond the Park boundary: 

1. By purchase outright. 

2. By purchase of improvements only, and by 


Mountain Sheep Country in Cold Creek Canyon at Water Hole 14 


arrangement with the Land Department,—give the 
owner the right to take up a patent elsewhere. 

In most cases the only object in annexing these 
ranches is to secure the water, but since the ranches are 
valueless without water, the entire tract will have to be 
purchased, whether or not the adjoining land is required. 

On the August Samson ranch in the central eastern 
part of the Reserve, the water (at the time of my visit 
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enough to supply two small humming-birds) lies a mile 
or so farther east. This land is of no value for anything 
but grazing purposes and timber, and a strip here could 
be bought at little expense. 7 

With the exception of the patented land (Map A) 
outside of the Park proper on the north boundary and 
the northwest corner, the remainder is on the Forest 
Reserve property. 

I understand that the State is now arranging with 
the Interior Department to exchange school lands other- 
wise located for the two sections, 25 and 30, immediately 
adjoining the northeast end of the Park. Undoubtedly 
the State would relinquish its claim in the society’s favor. 


PINANCIAL SUPPORT 


The citizens of Rapid City and Hot Springs are 
both anxious that the Game Reserve should be located 
in their vicinity. 

Should the American Bison Society care to accept 
it, there is no doubt but that financial support would 
be forthcoming from either of the towns near which the 
Reserve is located. 

Congressman EK. W. Martin assured me that a 
donation could be counted on from Hot Springs. 

After explaining my object to the Governor of South 
Dakota and asking him if the society could expect any 
support from the State in this matter, he said that at 
the proper time he would be pleased to look further into 
the subject. 
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James Philip’s Buffalo Herd and Range, Fort Pierre, S. D. 


JAMES PHILIP’S BUFFALO HERD 


I stopped off at Pierre and visited Mr. Philip’s 
buffalo herd. Mr. Philip was just recovering from a 
severe sickness (he died July 21) and did not know the 
exact size of his herd, but thought it numbered about 
three hundred and fifteen animals. Thirty-six or seven 
calves were born this spring. 

Although his Reserve is located on the Missouri 
River, the buffalo usually watered from an artesian well. 

The reserve contains eight thousand acres of land, 
which Mr. Philip considers none too much for his pres- 
ent herd. It is enclosed with a five-foot Page wire fence. 

The country consists of flats, plateaus and rolling 
hills, with deep draws and gullies, in which is a light 
growth of cottonwood timber. 

The grazing is buffalo and alkali grass. The grass 
was In poorer condition than that on the Wind Cave 
Reservation. 

The accompanying photographs of the herd and the 
range give a good idea of the country. 


31 


mn 


3 9088 0129 


